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Jfetthsiij %ird 
Dirsetor of Training 
Central Intelligea©© Agency 
Washingtoag Do Co 

Dear Bairds 

In 1952 th© School of Myanesd laternational Studies 
sponsored a suxror session and comf©r®nc© ©n "Southeast Asia in tha 
CoHdngWorMo" As indicated V th® title^ th© aim ©f th® program 
Has to focus attention on the problems inharent in the transition 
from colonialism to sovereignty in this critical ®r®a of th© worMo 
That this object iv© Has satisfactorily acco^lishsd was evidenced by 
th© widespread inti^est shown in th® substantive course offerings and 
eonferens© meetings ^ as w^l as ^ the cordial reception ©f th© sub= 
sequent publication in book form of th® c©M“©r@ac© papers o 

Sine© 1952 tw© similar programs have been held under th© 
auspices of th© Schoolo . Th© 1953 sessions war® concisrned with "Th® 
toeat ©f Soviet la^jerialism/' and in 1954 the subject was "Contea^ra 
Pr©fel®as of Afrieao" &th sessions met with outstanding suceesso Th© 
published vol'uae of conference papers restalting feoa th® 1953 meetings 
has had an escteasiv® sal©o Th© papers presented at th® 1954 conference 
are now in page proof and publication is espected ©arly in 1955 o 

.■■-t the present moment the picture in Southeast Asia has taken 
on new and urgent tones o In planning for th® suwer of 1953 g it 
therefore seems desirable to hold a session and conference somewhat 
narrower in topical scope than the 1952 pro^am^ but within that scope 
including consideration of ^ the adjacent area of South Asiao The esrtent 
to which the developments in these regions interact and result in coef- 
mn treMs and impacts cannot and should not be ignored <> to line with 
this thinkingp a 1955 sussa®? session and conference are projected on 
’Nationalism end Progress in South aid Southeast Asiao" Appropriate 
substantive coxirses will b® offered during th© eight weeks sessionp 
and there is attached a tentative draft of th® conference prograsso 
The conference papers will be published p as before, by th© Johns 
Hopkins Press o 
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A laaique featnaffs^of tha plaaaing im- a 1955 pTOgraio iawlvas the 


of a coerdimt^ confersaceo This is asad© passihl© tgr th© ^sisteae© ia 
Raa^on ©f th® G©ater for Southeast Asiaa Stufli@s which is ©peratsd joiatlT 
i^the School aad the UaiTOrsity @f Raagpoao In order t© p^ewat duplication 
aM oy^lappingp the Rangoon e©af@rene©j which will ha attended tw r®pr®= 
sentatives of otte South and Southeast Asian taai'^ersitiesg will be concerned 
l^ge^ with probloffls of sconomic davelopsaentg regional cooperation and 
©ducat lono Th® Washington c©af©r©nc© will deal ator© specifically with 
political and social factors ia the development of nati©nalism„ and with th© 
cownisKo In this wsy, it will b® possibl® to iaelud© in th© saa© 
puMLishsd wlmas th© papers pesentcd at both c©nf©r®nc©So An incMeatal 
advantage of th© Rangoon conference will b® th® greater ©as® of attracting to 
^ngoon^iH^rtant p®rs©naliti©s who might not find it f©asiM.e t® aak® th® 
longer journsy to Washingtono It should b® ©^hasigf^ that th© pl^s for th® 
Rangoon coaf©r©ne® ®r® quit® distinct from thos© for th® Washington program^ 
and Hill b® separately finaneedo 


Th© ©Kp©ri©ac© and kn®H<=h©w which th® School has acquired in th© 
coMuct of these suma^r pro^asns for th® last thr©® years cannot fail t© give 
vMue to subsequent sessionso It is bslisv®ig moreoverg that the program en- 
visaged for 1955 is on® of @?©at sigaificane®o In addition to th© positive 
benefits to be gained through presentation and publication of papers ^ th© 
eminent suthorities who will attend the conference g th© program should b© of 
definit® value in certain other respects^ as foUowss 

lij It will bring together at th© graduat® level a group ©f students 
many of whom may ba potentially ®a®ful| 

2o test @f th© Isading American mperts on th® areas in question will 
be present during th© w©©k of th© c©nf©r©nc®| 

3o Th® progfam will mak® it possibl© to bring to this country in a 
perfectly natural way foreign and others whose presence 

her® HBiy b® especially desired | 

4o Th© summer sessioUg as well as th© c©nf©r®nc©g will provide a 

umqu© opportunity for th® intensive study of problems of imusual 
significanc® for th® fr©© world o 


s/ Philip W o Thayar 
Philip Wo Thaysr 
D®an 

fWT spm 
£ncloBure 
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G 0 P I 


HATIPMALIBM AM) PROGRESS BJ iiSIA 


M©Mayp August 8 Inteodtictojpy Reaayks 

Pyesideat Lsh©!! Jo Reed 
5h® Uaitsd States looks at JV®® Asia 
Speak©? g Geos*g 0 Allen 
C©sim©ntat@?8 Ferdinand Kuhn 

® F^e® Asia Looks at the United States 

Speakers SfeSo Pandit 
Cojsaientators Jaiass Bareington 
The BackgrouM of Colonialism 
Speakers DoGoEo Hall 
Goffisentators Htin Aung 

Tuesdayp August 9 ^ Th® Imprint @f Colonialism 

Speakers Ro Supom© 

Commentators JoSo Furni'^aH 
The Progress of nationalism 
SpegJcers Rup®?t Emerson 
Commentators Riehard Lo Park 



P©st4-Jar DsfS'elopment of Goffimanism 
Speaker s R oS « S o Gimsuarden© 



Speaker s Adam ¥ atson 
Commentators Doak Barnett 
Aastrers to Comfflmis® 

Speak®? s Charles Thomson 
Commentators WoCo Johnstonsj, JFo 

Thursday s> August 11 jm Rroblems of PuH.ic Administration 

Speakers Paul Applel::^ 

Cosanentators GoLo Mshta (RoKo Kehru) 
Political Parties 
Speakers Moekarto Hotouidigdo 
Commentators 
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